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mute, with brow deeply gathered, while all the other members
of the family stood aside, seemingly dreading what was com-
ing.
Mademoiselle Rachel withdrew into Belgium after this loss.
Her health required change of .scene, and she chose Brussels,
that she might be near the physician in whom she placed most
reliance.
Miss Smithson, the English actress who had made so favor-
able an impression in France, died in the spring of this year.
The French critics exhausted every expression of regret on
this untimely loss.
But in the autumn the news reached Europe of a death
that was more deeply felt than either of the preceding ones—
that of Henrietta Sontag, Countess Rossi. Though the world-
wide celebrated cantatrice had fulfilled the career, in regard to
years, of a singer—though hers could not be called a prema-
ture loss, like those of the two actresses carried off, the one in
the full flush of youth, the other in the maturity of her talent,
there were circumstances attending it that rendered it far
more sad and gloomy than theirs. This noble-hearted woman,
venturing again on the scene of former triumphs at the risk
of withering the laurels of past years and annihilating the very
memory of her fame, seeking in a new world to recuperate the
loss of fortune entailed on her children, and dying in that far-
distant land away from those for whom she struggled so val-
iantly and whom she loved so dearly, left deep regrets in the
hearts of all those who had known her. The amiability and
kindness of her disposition, her conduct as a wife and as a moth-
er, had won her as much love and respecfin private life as her
vocal talents had fame and admiration in her public career.
From the Grand-Duke, who does honor to her memory with
the crown of silver laurels he deposits on her coffin, to the
poor waiting-maid who with tears continually recalls the con-
stant goodness of her mistress, the laments her loss occasioned
were heard from the lips of all who had been privileged to
approach her.
This year, too, died one whose life and end contrast sadly
the last, and should be a useful lesson to the young and
who deem that headstrong will and ambition

